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TAGS: EFIS, ETRD, JA 

SUBJECT: JAPANESE REACTIN TO JUNE 19 WASHINGTON NEWS CONFERENCE 
REF: SATE 132491 

1. NEWS CONFERENCE HELD JUNE 19 IN WASHINGTON BY 17 US 
CONSERVATION ORGANIZATIONS GIVEN MINIMUM COVERAGE BY MAJOR 
JAPANESE LANGUAGE DAILIES, ONE APPARENTLY BY JAPANESE 
FISHERIES TRADE PAPERS. ONLY JAPANESE LANGUAGE PAPER 
KNOWN TO HAVE OVERED STORY IS NIHON KEIZAI (JUNE 20), 

WHICH PUBLISHED CONDENSED ARTICLE. IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
PRESS AP ARTICLE ON CONFERENCE APPEARED IN ASAHI EVENING 
NEWS (JUNE 20) AND JAPAN TIMES (JUNE 21). 

2. IN VIEW OF REGFISHATT, THREAT MADE BY 17 ORGANIZATIONS 
TO CONTINUE AND EXPAND BOYCOTT UNLESS JAPAN SHOWS SOME 
COOPERATION AT IWC MEETING HAS HAD VERY LITTLE IMPACT ON 
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EXPOSED FOR ABOUT A MONTH TO THOSE THREATS (WHICH HAVE BEEN 
FREQUENTLY REPORTED BY PRESS). AS SUCH, JAPANESE MEDIA AP- 
PARTENTLY HAS NOT CONSIDERED NEWS CONFERENCE CONVENED BY 
CONSERVATIONIST GROUP AS PARTICULARLY NEWSWORTHY. 

3. ON OTHER HAND, JAPANESE MEDIA (TV, RADIO, AND PRESS) HAS 
GIVEN WIDE COVERAGE ON WHALING ISSUE TO DATE. THIS 

HAS INCLUDED EDITORIALS BY MAINICHI (JUNE 20) AND ASAI 

(JUNE 24) AND 450-LINE FEATURE ARTICLE BY MAINICHI (JUNE 23- 

24). ARTICLES DECRIED INJECTION OF EMOTIONALISM 

INTO ISSUE, STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF WHALING TO JAPAN AS SOURCE 

OF FOOD, AND CLAIMED WHALES ARE IN FACT INCREASING AND NOT 

DECREASING AND THAT WHALING SHOULD BE CONDUCTED ON SCIENTIFIC 

BASIS. 

4. MAINICHI EDITORIL, IN PARTICULAR, SEVERELY CRITICIZED 
CHARGES MADE BY CONSERVATIONISTS. IT CLAIMED THAT 

WHALE MEAT IS ESPECIALLY EATEN BY MASSES WHO CANNOT AFFORD 
MORE EXPENSIVE BEEF. TO CHARGE THAT WHALING IS CRUEL, 

MAINICHI STATES QUOTE HAVE AMERICANS OR EUROPEANS WHO 
OPPOSE KILLING O WHALES EVER BEEN TO SLAUGHTERSHOUSE AND 
HEARD SAD CRIES OF COWS UNQTE. 

5. ON BASIS GENERAL TON OF PRESS COVERAGE IN PAST 
MONTH, ASSESSMENT OF REGFISHATT IS THAT JAPANESE PUBLIC 
ATTITUDE ON WHALING HAS SHIFTED TO INCREASED SUPPORT FOR 
WHALING. 

6. COPIES OF NEWS ARTICLES POUCHED. 

SHOESMITH 
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